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MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

Little Falls Watershed Alliance
 Little Falls Watershed Alliance is an environmental stewardship group, founded in 

2008 by a group of neighbors committed to protecting the fragile natural 
environment of the Little Falls and Willett Branches and surrounding Little Falls 
watershed.  Our mission is to ensure that the natural spaces in our area persist for 
generations to come. We strive to bring neighbors together in order to build 
awareness, improve the natural habitat, protect our community's natural heritage, 
and enhance the community’s enjoyment of our creeks and wooded areas.

 From our first meeting, we have grown to over 2,000 members and engaged more 
than 4,000 volunteers in over 600 work days and other activities.  Our volunteers 
have logged over 8,700 hours of service to the watershed.

 As stewards, we are committed to restoring the water quality, natural habitat and 
ecological well-being of the Little Falls Watershed. We focus on trash abatement, 
habitat restoration, and stormwater management. 

 As advocates, we speak up for the needs of our parks and natural areas, and we 
advocate for clean water laws that are fair and enforced consistently. 

 As educators, we work with neighbors, school groups, local businesses and other 
community members to educate through classroom activities, festivals, community 
work days and outreach events.  
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Where Are We?
 9.5 square miles in Lower 

Montgomery County and Upper NW 
DC

 Three Creeks –
 Little Falls Branch
 Willett Branch
 Minnehaha Branch

 Three Main Parks:
 Little Falls Stream Valley Park
 Capital Crescent Trail
 C&O Canal
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 Ninth year
 Three locations in the watershed
 34 volunteers; 1,200 pounds of trash
 Partner with Montgomery Parks, Alice Ferguson 

Foundation, and local garden club and citizens 
associations

Stewardship - Community Work Days:

Watershed Clean-up
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Stewardship - Community Work Days:

Trash Removal

 Partnership with Montgomery Parks and 
Montgomery County DOT

 Every second Saturday
 200 volunteers; 500 hours
 2,940 pounds of  trash
 47 bags of recyclables

Top Cleaning Group, 
Three-Time Winner 
Keep Montgomery County 

Beautiful Program



Stewardship - Community Work Days:

Invasive Weed Removal
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 26 work days in 6 locations in the Little Falls Stream 
Valley Park

 Remove non-native invasive plants
 Partnership with Montgomery Parks
 222 volunteers; over 400 hours



Stewardship - Habitat Restoration:

Norwood Meadow 
 Partnership with Montgomery Parks. 
 First meadow installed in a County park outside of Brookside 

Gardens.
 Community planting days have installed over 3,000 native 

grasses and wildflowers.
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 Grant from Whole Foods 
paid for soil preparation.

 In sixth year.



 Partnership with Montgomery Parks and Westbrook 
Elementary School (MCPS). 

 Students from the elementary school grew trees and 
plants from seeds.

 Local neighbors maintain meadow.
 In tenth year.
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Stewardship - Habitat Restoration:

Westbrook ES Meadow



Stewardship - Habitat Restoration:

Green Acres Meadow 
 Neighborhood led; Partnership with Department of 

Transportation. 
 Phase Two completed: 200 native wild flowers and 

grasses planted with help of community members 
and local Elementary School Environmental club.
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Stewardship - Stormwater Management:

Overlook HOA 
With $48,000 grant from Montgomery County 
and the Chesapeake Bay Trust :
 Produced a stormwater management plan 

for the Overlook community to be used as 
road map going forward with landscaping 
and repaving projects  Expectation is that 
the plan will be implemented over several 
years.  When implemented in its entirety,  
the HOA will have reduced its stormwater
pollution load by more than 30%.

 Installed two demonstration-sized 
raingardens connected by conservation 
landscaping. 

 Conducted two community meetings to 
education the neighbors about the 
importance of stormwater management 
and what they can do on their property to 
mitigate run-off and improve the health of 
the watershed and Chesapeake Bay.
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Stewardship - Stormwater Management:

Overlook HOA 
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Before

After



Education and Outreach:

Creek Critter Days
 Free family event to hunt for Macro-invertebrates. 
 Educates on stream health and engages public in steam 

ecology and understanding the need for clean water.
 Spring and Fall events lead by our stream monitoring 

team were attended by over 60 children and adults 
 Partnership with Audubon Naturalist Society
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Education and Outreach:

Sidwell Friends 
 Educational program on issues effecting the watershed 

developed for the Sidwell Friends Elementary School 
Second Grade to complement their science curriculum.  

 Led two programs – one in the spring and one in the 
fall.  The programs include a classroom lesson on the 
importance of native plants followed by a work day to 
remove invasive plants in the Little Falls Park.
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Education and Outreach:

Creek Monitoring
 Benthic Macro-Invertebrate Monitoring:

 Monitor Little Falls Branch four times a year
 11 person teamed trained to capture and identify 

macro-invertebrates living on the bottom of the 
creek.

 Report data to ANS and to MDE
 Salt Level Monitoring:

 Test salt level in four locations as part of national 
study on impact of road salt on waterways.

 Data is reported to Isaac Walton League
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www.iwla.org



Education and Outreach:

Social Media, Community Events
 Publish monthly e-newletter with information 

on environmental issues, native plants and 
events of interest. Newsletter is sent to 
2,200 people on our mailing list.

 Speak to local garden clubs on issues facing 
the watershed

 Tabling at neighborhood events
 Educational events for cub scouts
 Active Facebook page with pictures of events 

and exchange of information on native 
plants, stormwater issues, events of interest.  

11



Advocacy:

Local Development; MS4 Permit
The health of the watershed is effected by development and permitting regulations at both the state and 
local levels.  It is important to our mission that we work to ensure that regulations and decisions are made 
in such a way that the needs of the environment are met. 

Development:

We committed to closely monitoring  development in the watershed and advocating for the strongest 
application of environmental standards. We are review and comment on all stages of development and 
meet frequently with the developers and the planning staff.  We testify both to the Planning board 
regarding local development.  

 Equity One Development of Westbard.  Testified for maintaining a 100-foot buffer in all new 
building.  Join legal action against Equity One.  This 29-acre redevelopment of the Westbard 
Shopping Center and surrounding properties was put on hold when Regency Centers acquired 
Equity One in October 2017.  (Regency Center abandon the project in March 2018 and decided to 
re-develop the area property by property.)

 Westbard Self Storage:  Worked with planning staff and developer to ensure that 100% of the 
stormwater was treated on-site and that the building did not extend into the 100 foot stream 
buffer.  Pleased to announce that the first piece of land has been dedicated for the Willett Stream 
Valley Park.  

Montgomery County MS4 Stormwater Permit:

LFWA is an active member of Montgomery County Stormwater Partners and works closely with State and 
County governments on development and implementation of the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 
(MS4) permit for the County.  Application of the permit is critical to controlling stormwater run-off, the 
fastest growing source of pollution for our urban area. 
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Advocacy:

Willett Branch Stream Valley Park
Successfully advocated for a new park and naturalization of 
the Willett Branch for the Westbard area.  

 Requested and participated in monthly stakeholder 
meetings to plan park and make sure it adhered to 
the strictest environmental standards. 

 Had regular meetings with Montgomery Parks and 
Planning Staff to review progress on new park.   

 Lead 3 community walks down the Willett Branch to 
educate on the need for the new park.
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Advocacy:

Willett Branch Stream Valley Park
History of the River Road Community

 History committee formed in 2016 continued to 
research the history of the River Road community to 
inform the public of the post and pre civil war history 
of the area so that this history could be honored in 
the new park. 

 Presented their findings at four public meetings.
 Published an article on the history of the African 

American Community in the 2017 Fall issue of 
Washington History Magazine.  
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Partners in Stewardship

Over 30 community partners support our efforts 
including: 

George Washington Freshman Experience, Accenture, 
Wedding Wire, Spark Post, Abt Consulting, Mover Moms, 
Outdoor Illumination, Audubon Naturalist Society, Sidwell 
Friends Lower School, Cub Scout Pack 256, Montgomery 
Parks, UCG, DSG, Westland Middle School, the Democratic 
National Committee, Ledo’s Pizza, Westmoreland Church, 
St. Dunstan’s Church, Westmoreland Hills Garden Club, the 
Citizen’s Coordinating Council of Friendship Heights, the 
Chevy Chase Garden Club, and Young Ambassadors for 
Community Service (YACS) Programme.
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2017 Expenses
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Fund Raising                                     $532
Management and Administration      $8,068
Advocacy                                          $323
Education and Outreach                  $4,055
Overlook                                      $40,526
Stewardship                                   $8,028

Total                                            $61,532



Board of Directors
 Jack Sobel, President*
 Mikel Moore, Vice President*
 Jonathan Breul, Treasurer*
 Sara Robinson, Secretary*
 Wendy Cohen
 George Wyeth
 Maurie Kathan**
 Dan Dozier**
 Suzanne Richman**

* Returning officers
** Retiring directors
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2017 Donors
Priscilla Ahmed, Sara Anderson, Lynn Balzer-Martin, David Batson, Lynne Baum, Maurine Beasley, Susan Besharov, 

Emily Best, Bruce Blaylock, Irene Boardman Foundation, Brian Borders, Robert Borochoff, Brian Boyden, 
Peter Brandriss, Jonathan Breul, David Brooks, Ellen Buchanan, Joe and Betsy Bush, Angela Campbell, Eliza Cava, 

George Clarke, Margaret Cloherty, Wendy Cohen, Debbie Cohn, Sarah Courtney, Colette Cowey, Hoan Dang, 
Naira Darius, Jean Denney, Lynda DeWitt, Christine Dixon, Alan Dock, David Donahue, Daniel Dozier, Lisa Dunner, 

Jenny Sue Dunner, Sonni Efron, Deborah Eichhorn, David Elfin, Yukinori Endo, John Ezell, Amanda Farber, 
Sarah Farnsworth, Janet Fernandez, Janet Fine, Lucy Freeman, Jack Frink, Josiane Gabel, Zoe Garmendia, 

James Gerard, Monica Goldberg, Seth Goldman, Elizabeth Gorcey, Spencer Gordon,Jr., Marea Grant, Michael Gravitz, 
Russell Green, Seth Grimes, Bill Gruen, Michael Gruenberg, Joseph Hage, John Hartman, Larry Heller, Amy Heller, 
Robert Holum, Orion Hyson, Ilene Ianniello, Liz Jones, Deborah Kalb, Suzi Kaplan, David Kathan, Maurie Kathan, 

Joey Kathan, Steven Katz, Jan Kaufman, Dolly Kildee, marguerite Kingston, Alice Klavans, Alan Klavans, Adam Kolton, 
Greg LeRoy, Amy LeSueur, Sue Levine, Aaron Levitt, Matthew Liebman, Frank Linton, Ruth Lis, Bill Lohrman, 

Janet Lowenthal, Randolph Lyon, Jen Mallon, Chris Manos, Janeane Marks, Lucky Marmon, Fiona Martin-Vargo, 
Elliot Maxwell, Carol McGarry, James McGee, Kathleen McKay, A. McKenna, Michele McNally, Sharon Metcalf, Dan Mick, 

Daniel Mirkovic, International Monetary, Sarah Morse, Gale Morse, Corrie Morsey, David Muhlbaum, Amy Nadel, 
Abby Nolan, Viveca Novak, Jim Olson, Elisabeth Ostler, Ji Won Park, Samir Paul, Margaret Pfohl, Joanna Pistenmaa, 

William Price Roe, Anne Proctor, Julie Raffensperger, Barbara Ranagan, Janalee Redmond, Robbie Rich,
Suzanne Richman, Brandon Rickman, Melinda Robbins, Sara Robinson, Rebecca Robinson, Maurie Saffarrans, 

Amy Salfi, Lisa Sanders, Frank Sanford, Lesley Schaffer, Deborah Schumann, Janell Schweickert, Joshua Seidman, 
Marnie Shaul, Lynn Sheridan, Brad Shingleton, Arthur Shingleton, Jeffrey Slavin, Jack Sobel, Frances Spaeder, 

Nessa Spitzer, Susan Spock, Tom Stanton, Kay Stevens, Cathy Stocker, Janet Stotsky, Sally Strain, Jimi Stuart, 
Mary Sutherland, Greta Swanson, Kari Swenson, Yvette Tarlov, Kathryn Thomas, Nancie Thomas, Karen Thornton, 

Leanne Tobias, George Ugarte, Nancy Van Meter, Steve Volkers, Myriam Vuckovic, Lori Wark, Colin Warren,
Albert Wavering, Jessica Weaver, Charlotte White, Elizabeth Wilcox, Maddy Wilks, Louise Winstead, Jodi Wolk, 

Dottie Woodcock, Ralph Wooden, George Wyeth, Anne Yap, Mark Zitter, and Theresa Zmola. 
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